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Christian Fathers

Introduction

1.  The United States is rapidly becoming a fatherless society.

A. 1960 - 5.8 million American children lived in single-parent
families.

B. 2013 - 15 million raised without a father
(Life Site News.com)!

C. 40 percent of our children do not live in the same home as
their biological father.

2. Since the 1960's there has been a serious breakdown of fatherhood
on the lives of children today.

A. Some areas in which this breakdown has become evident:

1)

Poverty - half of all children living with a single mother.

* A rate 5-6 times greater than those living with two parents.

2)

3)

4)

5)

Health Problems - Teens have more health problems,
especially emotional.

Child Abuse - 69% of abused children come from
single-parent homes.

Crime - Children from single parent homes are more
likely to get involved in a crime.

Violence - Children living apart from their fathers are
more likely to be expelled or suspended from school.
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B. Here are some television messages being sent out about
fatherhood:

1)  Murphy Brown - Man is only needed to conceive a child,
then discarded.

2) The Cosby Show - Man is portrayed as a "Father Knows
Worst" kind of guy. The brains for knowing how to run
the house belong to mom.

3) Archie Bunker - Portrayed as an ignorant prejudiced
tyrant.

3. Inthe darkness created by the deterioration in the home today,
Christian Fathers have a wonderful opportunity to display the light
of the gospel as God has directed.
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What a Christian Father Should Be

1.  Afriend to his family.

A. Jesus established what a friend really is:
John 15:12-14 This is My commandment, that you love one another as |
have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's
life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever | command you.

1) A friend sacrifices - is trustworthy - is committed

B. Keeps his responsibilities in all areas of life. He loves his wife
and children.

2.  Ateacher to his family.

A. Must want to show his family the right way. It's his
responsibility.

Ephesians 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

B. Teach them to be faithful Christians
C. Teachthem to obey mom and dad

Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well
pleasing to the Lord.

1)  This starts at a very early age and must be consistent.
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3. A protector to his family.
A. Protecting from cold, hunger, and harm.

1 Timothy 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for
those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.

1) A father is willing to live and die for those under his
protection.

a. Thatis what Jesus did.
4. Aleader to his family.

A. God designed for the man to be the leader, the head of the
family, as Christ is the head of the church.

Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head
of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.

1)  Of most significance is leading his family in service to
God.

Joshua 24:15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your
fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD."
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Why the Importance of Being a Christian Father

1.  The Lord’s church will only be as strong as the father’s that are in it.

A. Elders must first be successful fathers.

1)  Before one can shepherd the flock of God, he must first
show that he can shepherd the flock of his house.

a. This is shown by his example in bringing up his
children in the chastening of the Lord.
Hebrews 12:9-11

Proverbs 13:24 He who spares his rod hates his son, But he who loves him
disciplines him promptly.

b. This is shown by his successful teaching of his
children.

B. A father must show his ability to teach his children before he
can teach God's people.

1)  The things a man teaches his children are the things he
will teach to the body of Christ.
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A Father and Husband should strive to live and to think upon these things:

To love all men and that which is good and right.
1 Corinthians 13

To love, live, and do good to the best of his ability.
1 Peter 3:10f

To honor and obey the laws of God and man.
James 1:22-25; Galatians 6:2

To hold to the one hope.
Romans 8:24; Titus 1:2

To always seek truth and right in everything.

To know that they must reap what they sow.
Galatians 6:7-8

To always love, honor, and obey the Lord Jesus Christ FIRST in
our life.
Mark 12:30; John 14:15

Conclusion

1. Fathers are very important.

A.

Children ---- love your father, as there are many that do not
have one.
Fathers ----- love your children, because what they become

will depend on your example and teaching.

Read Poem: (Walk a Little Plainer, Daddy)
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Walk A Little Plainer Daddy

“Walk a little plainer daddy,”
Said a little boy so frail.
I'm following in your footsteps,
And | don't want to fail.

Sometimes your steps are very plain,
Sometimes they are hard to see.
So walk a little plainer daddy,

For your are leading me.

| know that once you walked this way,
Many years ago.
And what you did along the way,
I'd really like to know.

For sometimes when I'm tempted,
| don't know what to do.
So walk a little plainer daddy,
For | must follow you.

Someday when I'm grown up,
You are like | want to be.
Then | will have a little boy,
Who will want to follow me.

And | would want to lead him right,
And help him to be true.
So, walk a little plainer daddy,
For we must follow you.



Twenty Dollars an Hour

A man came home from work late, tired and irritated to find his 5 year old
son waiting for him at the door. “Daddy, may | ask you a question?” Yes,
sure son, what is it?” “Daddy, how much money do you make in an hour?”
“That’s none of your business! What makes you ask such a thing?” his dad
said angrily. “l just want to know. Please tell me, how much money do you
make in an hour?” pleaded his son. “If you must know, | make $20.00 an
hour.”

“Oh,” his son replied, head bowed down. Looking up, he asked, “Daddy, may
| borrow $10.00, please?” His father was furious. “If the only reason you
want to know how much money | make just so you can borrow some
money to buy some silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march
yourself straight to your room and go to bed. Think about why you're being
so selfish. | work long, hard hours everyday and | don’t have time for such
childish games.”

The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door. His dad sat down
and started to get even madder about his son’s questioning. How dare he
ask such questions only to get some money. After an hour or so, he had
calmed down, and started to think he may have been a little hard on his
son. Maybe there was something he really needed to buy with that $10.00
and he really didn’t ask for money very often. The boy’'s dad went to his
son’s room and opened the door. “Are you asleep son?” “No daddy, I'm
awake,” replied his son. “I've been thinking, maybe | was too hard on you
earlier,” “It's been a long day and | took my aggravation out on you. Here's
the $10.00 you asked for.”

The little boy sat straight up, beaming. “Oh thank you daddy!” he yelled.
Then reaching under his pillow, he pulled out some more crumpled up bills.
His dad, seeing that his son already had money, started to get angry again.
The little boys slowly counted out his money, then looked up at his father.
His father said “Why did you want more money if you already had some?”

“Because | didn't have enough, but now | do,” “Daddy, | have $20.00 now
...... Can | buy an hour of your time?”



